Extraordinary Form of the
Roman Rite

5 Sunday After Easter

Ordo of Pope Bl. John XXIll

+Thursday isa Holy Day of Obligation
Sunday, “5™ Sunday after Easter”
Monday, “Rogation Day”

Tuesday, “Rogation Day”

Wednesday, “Vigil of the Ascension”
Thursday, “Ascension of Our Lord”
Friday, “ St. Joseph the Worker”
Saturday, “Immaculate Heart of Mary”

"May God bless America"

My visit this morning to Ground Zero will
remain firmly etched in my memory, as |
continue to pray for those who died and for all
who suffer in consequence of the tragedy that
occurred there in 2001. For al the people of
America, and indeed throughout the world, |
pray that the future will bring increased
fraternity and solidarity, a growth in mutual
respect, and a renewed trust and confidence in
God, our heavenly Father.

With these words, | take my leave, | ask you to

remember me in your prayers, and | assure you

of my affection and friendship in the Lord. May
God bless Americal

Benedict XVI

Farewell Address

April 20, 2008

Ascension
(www.newadvent.or g)

The elevation of Christ into heaven by His own
power in presence of His disciples the fortieth
day after His Resurrection. It is narrated in
Mark 16:19, Luke 24:51, and in the first chapter
of the Acts of the Apostles.

Although the place of the Ascension is not
distinctly stated, it would appear from the Acts
that it was Mount Olivet. Since after the
Ascension the disciples are described as
returning to Jerusalem from the mount that is
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, within a
Sabbath day's journey. Tradition has consecrated
this site as the Mount of Ascension and
Christian piety has memoriaized the event by
erecting over the site a basilica. St. Helena built
the first memorial, which was destroyed by the
Persians in 614, rebuilt in the eighth century, to
be destroyed again, but rebuilt a second time by
the crusaders. This the Moslems also destroyed,
leaving only the octagona structure which
encloses the stone said to bear the imprint of the
feet of Chrigt, that is now used as an oratory.

The language used by the Evangdlists to
describe the Ascension must be interpreted
according to usage. To say that He was taken up
or that He ascended, does not necessarily imply
that they locate heaven directly above the earth;
no more than the words "sitteth on the right
hand of God" mean that this is His actual
posture. In disappearing from their view "He
was raised up and a cloud received Him out of
their sight" (Acts 1:9), and entering into glory
He dwells with the Father in the honour and
power denoted by the scripture phrase.



