
 

 

  
                                                       

 

The Gospel (16th Sunday after Pentecost) 

At that time, when Jesus went into the house of 
one of the chief of the Pharisees on the Sabbath-
day to eat bread, they watched Him. And 
behold, there was a certain man before Him that 
had dropsy: and Jesus answering, spoke to the 
lawyers and Pharisees, saying: Is it lawful to 
heal on the Sabbath-day? But they held their 
peace: but He taking him, healed him, and sent 
him away. And answering them, He said: Which 
of you shall have an ass or an ox fall into a pit, 
and will not immediately draw him out on the 
Sabbath-day? And they could not answer Him 
these things. And He spoke a parable also to 
them that were invited, marking how they chose 
the first seats at the table, saying to them: When 
thou art invited to a wedding, sit not down in the 
first place, lest perhaps one more honourable 
than thou be invited by him; and he that invited 
thee and him, come and say to thee: Give this 
man place; and then, thou begin with shame to 
take the lowest place. But when thou art invited, 
go, sit down in the lowest place: that when he 
who invited thee cometh, he may say to thee: 
Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have glory 
before them that sit at table whith thee: because 
every one that exalteth himself shall be 
humbled, and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 

 
Pope Pius XII 

On the Active Participation of the faithful in 
the Mass (1947) 

Besides, "so that the faithful take a more active 
part in divine worship, let Gregorian chant be 
restored to popular use in the parts proper to the 
people. Indeed it is very necessary that the 
faithful attend the sacred ceremonies not as if 
they were outsiders or mute onlookers, but let 
them fully appreciate the beauty of the liturgy 
and take part in the sacred ceremonies, 
alternating their voices with the priest and the 
choir, according to the prescribed norms. If,  

 

 

 

please God, this is done, it will not happen that 
the congregation hardly ever or only in a low 
murmur answer the prayers in Latin or in the 
vernacular." A congregation that is devoutly 
present at the sacrifice, in which our Savior 
together with His children redeemed with His 
sacred blood sings the nuptial hymn of His 
immense love, cannot keep silent, for "song 
befits the lover" and, as the ancient saying has 
it, "he who sings well prays twice." Thus the 
Church militant, faithful as well as clergy, joins 
in the hymns of the Church triumphant and with 
the choirs of angels, and, all together, sing a 
wondrous and eternal hymn of praise to the 
most Holy Trinity in keeping with words of the 
preface, "with whom our voices, too, thou 
wouldst bid to be admitted." 

 

Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite 
 

To give honor and glory to God and to sanctify and edify the souls of the faithful by preserving, protecting, 
fostering, and defending the Traditional Latin Mass & sacraments as contained in the Missale Romanum of 

1962… 


